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Financial Aid Comes from Multiple Sources

• Start early (now)

• Keep a college folder

• Cover all your bases

• Ask other seniors (after doing your own 

research!)



Five Sources of Financial Assistance

• Federal – www.fafsa.gov

• State – www.csac.ca.gov

Cal Grant GPA

• College – Visit college websites

• National – www.zinch.com

• Local – Your counselor

Web searches
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State Cal Grant

• Cal Grant eligibility uses FAFSA data plus 

the high school GPA.

• Check with your school to see how they 

will submit your GPA.

• School certification of the GPA is required, 

no transcripts are accepted.

• CSAC GPA information: 

http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1177



State Cal Grant

• For incomes under $100,000 pays up to:
o $12,192 at the UC

o $5,472 at the CSU

o $8,056 at private colleges

• Deadline is March 2

o FAFSA and GPA verification by high school

o Cal Grant A requires 3.00 GPA

o Cal Grant B requires 2.00 GPA



Middle Class Scholarship (MCS)

• For family incomes up to $150,000.

• If income is $100,000 or less, MCS pays 

if not more than 40% of UC and CSU 

fees are not paid by another source

• Up to $2,438 at the UC

• Up to $1,094 at the CSU

• Use the FAFSA to apply by March 2



Middle Class Scholarship (MCS)

• For family incomes from $100,000 to 

$150,000, award diminishes until at 

$150,000 it pays no less than 10% of UC 

and CSU tuition.



For students with family income of 

$150,000, the amount would be no more 

than:

UC = $1219

CSU =$547

Middle Class Scholarship (MCS)



www.csac.ca.gov



CalGrants.org



Sierra College Financial Aid Fridays

• FAFSA Completion assistance

• What to Bring: 

• Social Security card 

• Drivers License or ID 

• Alien Registration Number (if not a US Citizen) 

• 2014 bank statements and investment records 

• Your 2014 tax return and W-2’s 

• Any records of untaxed income received such 

as welfare, Social Security benefits, or child 

support



• Dates: 

• Friday, Jan 16 @ 10-12 

• Friday, Jan 23 @ 10-12 

• Friday, Jan 30 @ 1-3 

• Friday, Feb 6 @ 1-3 

• Friday, Feb 20 @ 10-12 

• Friday, Feb 27 @ 10-12 

• Monday, Mar 2 @ 10-12 

Sierra College Financial Aid Fridays
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Sacramento Region Community Foundation

www.sacregcf.org

Society of American Military Engineers

www.samesacramento.org

WTS International

www.wtsinternational.org/sacramento

Sacramento Association of Realtors

www.sacrealtor.org

Sacramento Area Local Scholarships



Completing the FAFSA



FAFSA Help and Questions

Phone: 800-433-3243  

E-mail: FederalStudentAidCustomerService@ed.gov

Live Chat:  Hit the Help button

Hours: Monday through Friday  5 am - 7:00 pm PST

Saturday  8 am - 5:00 pm PST

mailto:FederalStudentAidCustomerService@ed.gov


Uses of the FAFSA Website

Start Here:

• Initial FAFSA

• Corrections

• Signatures

• Continuing a 

Saved FAFSA

• Renewal FAFSA

www.fafsa.gov





Selecting the Right Year FAFSA



Obtain a Personal Identification Number (PIN)

Access the PIN Website

Why use a PIN?
• Sign FAFSA 

electronically

• Access FSA records 

online

• Make corrections

Who can apply?
• Students

• Parents

www.pin.ed.gov



PIN Code: To sign initial application and access the application 

after the first submission.

Password: Only used to access application before the first 

application is submitted.



FAFSA Step 1:

Is About the Student



Student Demographics

Check for:

• Name matches student 

social security card

• Transposed numbers

• Incorrect data on 

numeric fields

Tip:  Use the Help & Hints 

section on each page.

Simple mistakes can delay 

determining eligibility for aid

34





Step 2: 

College Selection



College Selection

Add a College
• Federal School Code

• Search by:

o State

o City

o Name 

Housing Plans
• On campus

• With parent

• Off campus



Step 3: 
Do I need to submit my Parents Information?



Student Dependency Questions

Is Parent Information Required?

On the FAFSA, being called a dependent 

student really means that parent information is 

required.

“No” answers to all the dependency questions 

mean that the student must submit parent 

information





Step 4: 

Parent Information



Who is considered a parent?

• The term "parent" is not restricted to 

biological parents. 

• Sometimes a person other than a biological 

parent is treated as a parent, and in these 

instances, the parental questions on the 

application must be answered, since they 

apply to such an individual (or individuals). 



Who is considered a parent?

• Parents Who Are Both Living and 

Married to Each Other

o Answer the questions about each parent.

• Parents Who Are Living Together and 

Have Not Been Formally Married
o Answer the questions about each parent.



Who is considered a parent?

• For all FAFSA questions related to 

marital status, the married parents of 

dependent applicants must respond as 

married without regard to whether the 

marriage is between individuals of the 

same sex or opposite sex. 



Divorced Parents

• Provide parent’s information for the 

parent(s) with whom the student lived with 

most during the last 12 months 

• If the student spent equal time with both 

parents, use the information for the parent 

who provided the greatest amount of 

financial support for the student



Stepparents

• A stepparent is treated in the same 

manner as a biological parent if the 

stepparent is married, as of the date of 

application, to the biological parent whose 

information will be reported on the FAFSA, 

or if the stepparent has legally adopted the 

student. There are no exceptions. 



Stepparents

Provide information about the parent and

stepparent regardless of:

• Agreement of “nonsupport”

• Prenuptial agreement

• Divorce decree designating tax filing exemptions

Note: parent claiming the student on the tax return need not 

be the parent required to provide data on the FAFSA



Fosters Parents and Guardians

Do not provide parent information for

• Foster parent(s)
oStudent is automatically considered an 

independent student

• Grandparents, other relatives or legal 

guardian(s)
oColleges may use professional judgment to allow 

the student to file as an independent student



Adoptive Parent

• An adoptive parent is treated in the same 

manner as a biological parent on the 

FAFSA.



Separated Parents

• The same rules that apply for a divorced 

couple are used to determine which 

parent's information must be reported. A 

couple doesn't have to be legally 

separated in order to be considered 

separated for purposes of the FAFSA. 

• If the partners live together, they can't be 

considered informally separated. 



Deceased Parent(s)

• If one, but not both, parents died, answer 

the parental questions about the surviving 

parent. If the surviving parent is remarried 

answer the questions about both that 

parent and the person he or she married 

(stepparent).



Household Size

For upcoming year

• Household Size: 

Parent provides more 

than 50% financial 

support 

• Number in College: 

Student enrolled at 

least half-time



Parent Information

Dislocated Worker

• Lost job

• Laid off

• Self-employed/ unemployed or underemployed



Step 5: 

Student Income and Assets



2014 IRS Data Transfer

IRS Data Transfer

• Transfer information 

directly from the IRS

oRequires PIN

o Available After February 

3rd

o After filing tax return

For 2013, has your father completed his IRS income tax return or another tax return?



Step 6:

Signatures and Certification



Student Sign 

and Submit

Select Signature Method

• PIN or printed signature 

page 

Terms of Agreement

• $$$ for education expenses 

only

• Not in default on a federal 

student loan 

• Not owe money on a federal 

grant

• Receive one Pell Grant from 

one college at a time



Parent Sign and Submit

Select Signature Method

• PIN or printed signature 

page

Terms of Agreement

• Provide documents to verify 

accuracy of information

• IRS verification



Step 7:

Confirmation



Confirmation Page

• Confirmation # 

• DRN

• Eligibility 

information

• College information

• Next steps



Student Aid Report (SAR)

• Received electronically or by mail,

• Summarizes FAFSA information

• Displays the EFC and DRN (upper right-hand 

portion on the SAR)

EFC- Expected Family Contribution; used to determine 

eligibility for federal aid

DRN- Data Release Number; used when calling to send 

SAR to additional schools



Student Aid Report (SAR)

• Electronically within 3-5 days if submitted online 

with a valid email address

• online filers get an email from “Federal Student Aid” with 

subject “FAFSA Results…”

• Electronically within 2 weeks if a paper FAFSA 

was submitted with a valid email address

• Postal mail within 3 weeks if the FAFSA was 

submitted without a valid email address



Homework

• Get a Federal Pin code: www.pin.ed.gov

• Visit CalGrants.org for Cash for College events

• Review the FAFSA on the Web Worksheet

• Fill out FAFSA – As early as possible but no 

later than March 2

• Have your Cal Grant GPA sent.

• Start a college scholarship search

http://www.pin.ed.gov/


Questions??


